THE  RELIEF OF THE ALCAZAR AT TOLEDO

precious jewels, wMch stands two feet high, and is one of

the most precious of the sacred objects treasured there.
Later I was able to visit the church of Santo Tome, where
the Burial of Count Orgaz? perhaps the most famous
picture of Ei Greco, was still hanging safely in its chapel^
having been protected from damage by a wooden scaffold
stuffed with mattresses.

At the hospital, now museum of Santa Cruzs a very
beautiful building, the Reds had deliberately mutilated a
number of pictures and statues dating from the Gothic
period and the later Middle Ages. I speak of deliberate
mutilation and not of chance shots fired either by Reds
or by Nationalists.

Before concluding this chapter it might be interesting
to point out that the garrison which defended the Alcazar
was not made up of the cadets of that famous military
academy. This is due to the fact that it was the summer
vacation, and most of the cadets were with their families.
There were six cadets who were accidentally present^
attending a summer course in engineering. The rest of
the garrison was composed of Civil Guards^ soldiers, and
officers who happened to be in Toledo when the move-
ment began, and civilian volunteers, including a number
of members of the Spanish Falange.

Toledo had been captured and the Alcazar relieved^
and the first great task which General Franco had set
himself was accomplished.
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